


My Key Themes

Identity
Mixed Race 

Hair
Repetition

Family
Race

Introduction 

My project will focus on the ideas of identity 
through hair and race.

Throughout my project, I have looked at a 
number of things from research and 
experiments, making jumps from idea to idea.

I wanted to make this project personal and be 
able to use my personal experiences to drive my 
project forward. 



“Just as black and white, when 
mixed, makes gray, in many 
ways that’s what it did to 

my self identity: it created a 
murky area of who I was”

-Meghan Markle



One Drop Rule

Visualising the phrase.
Taking it literally and 
creating an 
illustration to reflect 
this.

Making a realistic hand.
Didn’t work out that well, the 
fingers being to elongated 
compared to the palm.
The background is too much 
of a similar tone.
Getting the perspective right 
with the way the red fans out 
wasn’t sitting right as there 
isn’t a platform that it can sit 
on. It just looks like it’s 
floating.



“The way others identify us in the context 
of everyday life may be determined to a 

large degree by our physical appearance”
-Miri Song, Peter Aspinall



Mixed Race Faces

Looks at the the shared experiences that many 
mixed race people share. Giving a platform 
where people can see others like them and have 
to opportunity to take part in this project by 
photographer Tenee Attoh.

“But there’s still a lot of 
ignorance in society. People 
perceive you as either black 
or white, and you’re not – 
you’re mixed.” 
-Tenee Attoh.



Created the silhouettes of these 
people from MixedRaceFaces to take 
away their identity and to keep the 
outline of who they are. The hair is the 
main thing that is different in each of the 
images. Their identity is seen through 
their hair.

Identity



I Don’t Fit In Using my research, I 
started to write what came 
to me.

I used post-it notes to get 
my ideas down as they 
weren’t formatted yet.

The post-it notes meant I 
could change the 
placements of words.

One drop,
One tiny little drop,

That’s all it took.

It’s not fair,
It’s not right,

It shouldn’t happen.

But it does,
It did.

They say I’m black.
They tell me I’m black.

They treat me as I’m black.

But I’m not.

I’m lighter
I’m paler

I’m different

I’m not accepted,
We’re not accepted.

I
Don’t
Fit
In.

Is it my fault?
Did I do something wrong?

Did I?



“Race is a social construct, 
something we humans 

imagined into existence”
-Remi Adekoya



My Hair
Writing from my own experiences and using 
that to create this poem.

Using adjectives that I would describe my 
hair in a positive way and using things that 
have been said to me that is negative 
towards my hair.

It was written from a younger perspective as 
this was something that had been said to me 
growing up and to other people with similar 
hair texture to mine.

Today my hair is out.
Today my hair is puffy.
Today my hair is wild.

Today I love my hair.

Today,
They said my hair was too big.
They said my hair was in the way.
They said my hair isn’t right for me.

Today, I don’t love my hair as much.



Typography- Calligraphy 
Research different ways that i could present my 
writing. Typography was something that came 
up but I found it a little difficult.

Calligraphy was something that I tried but didn’t 
like.

I uesd  the list of words that describe hair as a 
way to add to the poem that I wrote. 



This didn’t work  the best as I was getting the 
shape wrong in the word “Puffy”- Couldn’t get 
the shape to fit the way that I imagined.

In the animation of the word “Bouncy” I was 
messing up the letters as they hit the ground. 
Not having the letters be elongated and 
streched made the movements look off and as 
if they are moving up and down as opposed to 
bouncing 

Experiments With Text

Using the meaning of the words “Puffy” and 
“Bouncy”, I have tried to convey the meanings of 
each word  through the way that they look.



The Herbert
Coventry Biennial 2021: HYPER-POSSIBLE- In 
this exhibition, there was a lot of work that 
focused on text and how text could be used in 
the artwork. I looked at how the displays vary 
between the different pieces of work.

“Coventry 
Biennial 2021 
seeks to 
highlight that 
social, political 
and critical art in 
Coventry is, has 
been and always 
will be Hyper- 
Possible.” 
- Ryan Hughes



Sketches
Trials and experiments in different features 
for my character illustrations. Doing 
different expressions and designs to see the 
style that I like the most.



Story Books

Using books that I read when I was younger. I 
wanted to look at different picture story books 
and see how the relation between the text and 
the illustrations balance each other.

Looking at the compositions with the 
illustrations on the page and carry the story 
along.



My Characters

Made the focus of the character their hair, 
making it the point the audience focuses on. 
Making it a positive thing for the character.

Character #1
October 2021



Story Books about Hair

Hair love has been created into an short film 
and this was the first time that I had herd about 
it. These books show the beauty and the power 
that hair like this can have to a young audience, 
and to be proud of it.

“I love that my hair lets me be 
me!” 

-Hair Love



Character Experiments 
Using different brushes to create different 
textures to portray different feelings towards 
the character. 
 
The bold black lines gives a cartoon feel to the 
character. The lighter brushes as a lightness 
and gentleness to the overall feelings to the 
character. 



Thinking about expanding the number of 
characters that are in this univers I started to 
create. 

To be added to a family that would had been 
mixed race to reflect growing up mixed in a 
mixed family.



The final design for this 
character. Based on 
pictures of myself when I 
was younger.

Character #2
November 2021



Hair Identity 

“Hair is the one part of our 
body that we can change when-
ever we want, without causing 
any permanent damage ... We 

can dress it up or dress it down, 
to reflect our personality, to 

attract attention, to project a 
chosen identity or to seize the 

mood of the moment.”
-Hairstylist Laurent Philippon

Growing up, I wanted my hair like everyone else 
in my class. Having the hair texture that I do 
meant that I would stand out amongst the rest. 

My hair played a big part in how others would 
see me.

Hearing comments like “You should have your 
hair straight more often” or “Your hair looks so 
much better like this” on days that I would have 
it straight.



“The natural hair movement 
is focused on encouraging 

women with African 
ancestry to celebrate and 

enjoy the natural 
characteristics of their kinky, 

curly, hair texture.

The natural hair movement is 
represented by a group of 

African women that provide 
encouragement, advice, 

product reviews, hairstyle 
tutorials, and much more to 

other women that are 
interested in leaving the 
creamy crack and going 

natural.”
-CurlCentric



Words as Images

Made literal illustustions that show different 
lines from the poem My Hair.

Didn’t like this as it was hard to understand 
what I was showing to other people.

I should have made it clearer as to what I was 
trying to convey.



My Hair, My Identity and 
Me

“Black hair has played an 
important role in Black and 
African-American identity” 

-Haley Battler

“Be proud of who you are, no 
matter which ethnic 

background or race you 
identify with. Believe that 

what you were born with was 
created with beauty. Recognize 
that there is no right or wrong 
with how you want to wear 

your hair and be pleased with 
how you express yourself to 

the world.”
-Professor Shannon Johnson



My Generational 
Photography

These photographs were going to be paired with 
the poem “My Hair” and being read from three 
different perspectives and age groups. 

The pictures were done to have a neutral 
expression . But with the shadow looming in the 
background created more of a sinister feel to the 
pictures over all. 

The shadows act as something watching over and 
are playing a part in the images.



Low lighting, black background creates a 
sinister feeling to form. Working with the space I 
had access to.

Contrast between the highlighted features and 
the black shadows in the faces.

Editing the background removed the shadows 
behind. 

This was something that I wanted originally but 
later wanted to make the alterations after.

In the Dark
December 2021





Night School

Created QR codes of my sister saying the poem, 
My Hair. This is opposite to the dark image as it 
is spoken in a lighter tone. 

Creates a creepy atmosphere.

A test for how I could use my sound and how 
this could be paired with the photography.



The Change In Ideas
Working digitally was messing with my eyes so I 
made the decision to change my project with the 

matrials that I was using and work with 
something else.





Crochet Experiments

Starting from no experience  and using books 
and videos to help me along.

I struggled a bit in the beginning but the longer I 
worked with this technique the better I became.



Yarn Bombing

Yarn Bombing is the act of putting knitted 
pieces of work in public places- either being on, 
wrapped around or knitted on to something 
outside.

Can also be called Guerrilla Knitting or 
Yarnstorming.

It can bring attention to things in public places.



Joana Vasconcelos

The idea of using crochet as a way to create 
art is something I’ve have really seen and 
Vasconcelos had used this technique in a 
very unconventional way. The uses crochet 
to being new life to an old piece of work by 
not hiding it under everything but using it as 
a platform to work on.

Each of the 
pieces “are 
ambiguouly 
imprisoned/
protected by a 
second-skin in 
crochet-work,” 
says
Vasconcelos.

Joana
Vasconcelos, 
Viriato,
 2005

Joana Vasconcelos, Carlomagno, 2011

Joana Vasconcelos, 
Pinky, 2005



The dolls were too 
small and were to 
much like toys that 
should be picked up 
and played with.

Following on from the idea of the storybook, the 
dolls adds to the idea of being younger and 
having something that is linked to growing up.

Mini Dolls
January 2022



Looking at scale, how increasing the size of a 
mundane object such as a balloon dog  can give 
of a completely different feel to its self being 
regular size. Increasing the scale on something 
that is not normally that large, can give off an 
unsettling feel that is dominating the room.

Jeff Koons

Taking a childhood toy and turning into 
something that has as different meaning but still 
being an obvious link to growing up from the 
subject matter.

“The works reflect an element 
of childhood play and 
disposable culture but in a 
definitive, substantial form.”
- Kitty Jackson

Jeff Koons 
Balloon Dog

1993



Used the head and the mask as a way to hide 
the identity but this something I felt that I didn’t 
need to continue in this way.

Hiding The Identity



Anna Perach

Wearable sculpture. 

They give of a very unsetting 
feeling to the audience. As if 
they will just come alive at 
any moment. They hide the 
identity of the wearer and 
they now become something 
that is different to 
themselves before.

They command attention.

Anna Perach
PLAY
2018

Anna Perach
TRAVEL BETWEEN 
WORLDS
2020

Anna Perach
SEVEN WIVES
2020 Anna Perach

PLAY
2018



Claes Oldenburg

Claes Oldenburg
Soft Toilet
1966

Claes Oldenburg
Study of a Soft Toilet

1965

The Materials used to create Soft Toilet is the 
complete opposite to the materials that are in 
a regular toilet. The vinyl creates the idea of 
something not being right, making it look 
melted. This is very different to a normal 
toilet as this sculpure now doesn’t have the 
same connotations with a regular toilet.



Sonia Boyce
Seeing this in Wolverhampton was very 
intriguing to look at. The different hair styles 
that were on display are their own subject. 
Boyce has stripped away the identity of each of 
the styles by removing the faces and letting the 
hair just be har on its own.

Sonia Boyce
Black Female 

Hairstyles
1995



Andy Holden

Andy 
Holden 

Pyramid 
Piece.  
2008. 



Single Crochet Stitch Double Crochet Stitch
Neater

Tighter together
Strong

Flower pattern

Quicker to get a large area done
Stretchier

Long pattern
Easier to do when understanding the techquie 



Luke Routledge Seen this work in coventry at the 
HYPER-POSSIBLE Exhibition.

First time seeing it and really liked it.
The life like and human feeling that these give 
off create a creepy vibe that is surrounding the 
artwork. The moving pieces adds to this life like 
feeling that they have.

The more that you look at these, the more you 
think that they are going to get up and walk 
around.

Luke 
Routledge

Strange 
Matter

2020



Turner Prize 2021

After seeing the Turner Prize 2021, I was able to 
get inspiration on different ways I may present 
my work. I was also able to see artwork that 
had a lot of meaning to it.

Array Collective 
Black Obsidian Sound 

System
Cooking Sections

Gentle/Radical
Project Art Works



The Purple Doll

Increase the scale of the first doll I croched to 
life size- my height.

The plan was to get three of these done to 
represent myself, my mum and my sister much 
like the photographs but the time it took me to 
create this one, it would had been unrealistic to 
get three done in time for the final show. 

Purple because I was going to use the colours 
to sho who that doll is after- purple being my 
mums favourite colour.

There are a lot of mistakes and pulls that make 
it look tatty. 



Wearing the Suit
Being in a position that reminds the audience of 
a lost forgotten toy, something that has been left 
out. 
Like how there are things about race such as 
hair can be forgotten.

The relaxed position links back to relaxed hair- 
something that I have had done a few times 
growing up. In the suit

Feburary 2022



Purple in the forground, midground and the  
background- creates a map to more around the 
images.

The purple frames the image.



Good Hair

“When will our hair cease to 
be political? Every other group 

of women can do what they 
want with their hair, and it’s 
not seen as making a state-

ment.”
-Mikki Taylor

This is a light hearted documentary that 
explores themes around hair and identity. It 
does’t explore indepth but does show a lot of 
information about black hair.



Growing up, I would have my hair relaxed twice 
a year to keep my hair tidy for school.

“If your hair is relaxed, white 
people feel relaxed. If your hair 
is nappy, they’re not happy.”

-Paul Mooney

Relaxed Hair



Work In Progress Show 
Overall, it went well. I had a lot of feedback with 
people liking my poem, My Hair.

I don’t like that it was not stuffed. It makes it 
look unfinished and not completed. 

The sound that I used was not noticable with 
everyone. I didn’t make any indiction that it 
needed to be pressed. 

Having it sitting on the floor would bring more 
of an audience to it to ask the question “Why is it 
sitting on the ground?”.

WIP Show
March 2022





Blanket Doll
Made from old donated blankets.

It was stitched together in a different way to 
the other one, I used a series of different sized 
panels to create the different sections. The legs, 
arms and the head didn’t work the best in this 
way as they were too flimsy. The torso being 
done in two serprate worked really well, a lot 
better to what i was doing before.

Blanket Doll
March 2022



Stuffed Purple Doll

Due to the mistakes the porostions look off.

As I wore this the material is overly streched 
making some area look more disperporstioned 
to the rest of the body.

The head was too long to begin with and it’s 
highlighted much more clearly when stuffed

Using more than one strand of yarn would 
strengthen the torso so that it wouldn’t worp in 
shape.



Don’t Touch My Hair
The act of crocheting and repeating this 
repetitive motion is similar to the comments and 
phases said about hair in general.

“Can I touch it”
“You look so much better with straight hair”
“I could never have my hair like yours”
“You look so different with straight hair”
“Your hair looks a little bit of a mess”
“Your hair isn’t aappropriate for school”

I tell my sister that she doesn’t have to let 
people touch her hair if she doesn’t what to 
when her hair is styled in a certain way. I have 
to repeadedly remind her when she has her hair 
like in a certain style as there is always 
someone wanting to touch it.

“Even asking “can I touch your hair?” 
is inappropriate and should be pro-

hibited. ‘I don’t understand what is so 
egregious about asking an employee 

to touch their hair’, you may wonder. 
You may also be thinking ‘but I 

really like her braids and want to see 
how they feel’ or ‘I’ve never seen an 

afro up close and wanted to see what 
the texture was like.’ It is an invasive 

and a micro-aggressive behavior to 
ask an employee if you can touch their 
hair. The only thing more offensive is 

assuming that it’s okay to touch a 
person’s hair and proceeding to touch 

it without getting permission.” 
-Janice Gassam Asare



Square small book.
Like the Mr Men and Little Miss book 

series.
Black cover to contrast with the colours 

that I used for the doll.



The characteristics of a Saddle Stitch bound 
book is that it usually is very thin, has a very 

small spine and a soft book cover.

Due to the need of the book cover to endure mul-
tiple stitches, book covers used in Long Stitch 

Book Binding projects are usually made of card 
board or leather.

Case binding involves several techniques; the 
sewing techniques that allows you to stitch the 
book signatures together as well as creating a 

book case (or book cover) for the book.

The product is a professionally bound book that 
is great as a gift.

-Bookbinding Workshop SG



Don’t Touch My Hair
May 2022



Why These Colours

This type of relaxer that was used for my hair 
and using the three main colours as the colours 
for this final doll. 

The idea of mixing the three colours to create 
the torso to relate it back to my original ideas 
about mixed race. 



My hair is straight and relaxed,
It’s long and easy to do.
My straight hair makes me look different. 
It makes me blend in,
It makes me look like everyone else,
It makes me just ordinary.

My hair is curly and wild,
It’s soft and just right.
My curly hair makes me, me.
It makes me stand out,
It makes me happy,
It makes me feel extraordinary. 

Ordinary/Extraordinary 

April 2022



Don’t touch my hair,
I’ve just done it.

I don’t like it
It’s rude and ignorant.

 
I didn’t say you could, 
So don’t just touch.

The least you could do is ask,
But I will just say no.

Just leave my hair alone.

Don’t touch my hair

“Can I touch your hair”
        No you can’t.
“Can I feel your hair” 
       No you can’t. 
    
“I want to want to feel your hair” 
       Well I said no.
“I want to touch your hair”
       Well I said no.

“you’re being rude” 
       …
“You’re being selfish” 
       …

I just don’t want people touching my hair.

Can I?

April 2022 April 2022



Trying out different positions and poses at home 
I have an idea of what I liked. 

After being stuffed, it became more real with the 
size that I created this doll at. It became more 
life -like and as if somebody was inside 
doing these positions. 

Second guessing if it was real or not.



Studio Photos

Getting better photos done in the studio to 
show case the work I’ve do for my final 
outcome. 
Using the time in the photo studio to test out 
different positions to use for the final show.



This is the position 
that I liked the best 
for the final show. I 
will show the sound of 
the poem separatly so 
that people can listen 
to the sound and look 
at the doll at the same 
time.
The photographs 
turned out great.

RelaxedDoll
April 2022



Final Show Ideas



The table was too small for 
the doll to sit on .
I began to expore other 
ways to show the doll, the 
book and the sound.

Show Build



Placed in the corner to look lost and 
forgotten like a lost toy.

Moved sound from the doll to the table 
so that it could be hear easier in a busy 

room. 
Doll to be looked at.



Had tried to have the sound and the book 
separate from the doll and having it in a 

different area in the room. But felt like there 
was a disconnection between everything. 

Tried different ways to position the doll in the 
environment and using the table, but settled on 

having a gap between them.
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