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The 2022 graduating BA Fine Art students are a group who are full of ideas 
and things to say – the issues they are dealing with are both complex and 
important. Their exhibition CTRL is the result of a series of commands, 
manifest through creativity, technical skill, and an understanding of the 
potential functionality of art practice in what it can say and how it comes 
to be. Many of the students’ individual practices explore issues of identi-
ty, memory and loss, culture, heritage, environment, communication, and 
the foregrounding of marginalised voices. Their outcomes are in many ways 
connected through a sense of being and belonging – to personal, social, 
and political contexts. The impact of the global pandemic has clearly had a 
profound effect on the concerns they have chosen to explore and the variety 
of ways in which they have sought to communicate to audiences. In this, 
the first School of Art Degree Show since 2019, we see a group that have 
navigated challenges to present an exhibition that is tactile, physical, ambi-
tious, and energetic. The sense of possibility of the works gives us much to 
celebrate, to be hopeful about and to reflect on.

The root of the word control is 
the Latin contrarotulus meaning a register, 

counter, or record of something. CTRL, an  abbreviation of 
control, is synonymous with a digital key which when combined 
with other keys, carries out an instruction, a shortcut, an action.
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- Rebecca Court,
BA (Hons) Fine Art Course Leader

CTRL is the arena in which the discourse 
around the students practice takes place 
– the moment in which the ideas they have been 
developing over this past academic year come to 
fruition. The degree show exhibition is accompanied by 
this catalogue and an online record of their works on 
https://s-o-a.studio. These outputs provide further 
opportunities to celebrate the individual achievements 
of the students and their collegiality in coming together 
as a group to realise ideas in considered and imaginative ways. 
The feeling of excitement surrounding the manifestation of 
CTRL – in seeing the students’ confidence as artists grow, fills me 
and the course team of academic, technical and support staff 
with great pride. This is undoubtedly a special moment for the 
group and for you all in sharing it with them - 
I hope you find their work as inspiring as we do.
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Class of 2022 have had a turbulent three years at Margaret Street. We’ve 
been in, we’ve been out, we’ve been shaken all about, but we wouldn’t 
have managed it without the support from the wonderful staff of 
Birmingham School of Art. Thank you!
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