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— COLOUR EROM PLANTS

Natural dyes have been promoted as a more
sustainable way of achieving colour within
fashion and textiles; however, within my own
practice, I found that walking and foraging for
dye plants allowed me to connect with nature
in new ways. I had to learn the names of plants
and my curiosity led me on to learn more
about their properties - I realised that all plants
have their own requirements in terms of soil,
moisture, light and altitude.

Further research enabled new understanding
of their medicinal benefits and how important
some were for pollinators (including
insects, butterflies and moths) and the
interconnectedness of the ecosystems around
me.

>>

<<

I looked at my garden differently, maybe a few
weeds weren’t problematic, and could I mow less
to help insects? I also started to thread dye plants
through the beds.

In these times of the Anthropocene and
Plantationocene (Haraway and Tsing, 2019), when
approximately 70% of global biodiversity has been
lost in the last 50 years (WWE, 2020), humans must
build better connections with more-than-humans
(Abram, 1997), for as Prof David Macdonald of
Oxford University (Guardian.com, 2018). bluntly
states, “Without biodiversity, there is no future for
humanity”.

The loss of human-nature connections is
exacerbated by increasing urbanisation, as author
Helen MacDonald (2019) suggests “the only way to
save the world is to re-enchant it... people don’t
want to protect something they don’t know”.

“People don't
want to protect

something
they don't
know”

MacDonald, 2019

Image author’s own, 2021
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— RESEARCH INTO BIODIVERSITY

/| The UK is one of the most nature-depleted countries on earth.
/| Between 1970 and 2013, almost half of UK species declined

/] 15% of species in the UK are at risk of extinction

/[ In the last 100 years we've lost 97% of our wildflower meadows

/| 'The UK is ranked 189th worst out of 218 countries for the amount of
biodiversity left

>>

<<

977 of

wildflowers have
disappeared in

the last 100
years

(RSPB, 2021)

Image author’s own, 2021
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Birmingham Ring Road
Image author’s own, 2021.
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— CURATION OF VIDEQ

I decided to curate the work in situ. The
most practical way of doing this was to
create a frame (that could be carried and
easily dismantled) with an aim to film at
times of the day to catch the light and
ambient background noise, whether that
be cars or birdsong.
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https://indd.adobe.com/view/961c48dd-5cca-4b8f-ba10-d4ffff703b52
https://indd.adobe.com/view/961c48dd-5cca-4b8f-ba10-d4ffff703b52
https://vimeo.com/user107169665
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