
up in the stars

By sharon efomi



Introduction

IN RESPONSE TO GEORGE FLOYD’s   

murder BY Derek chavin,                                   

instigating mass protests 

around the world, i used 

this project as an opportu-

nity to learn and      un-

derstand the current and                                    

historical context in regards to 

racism.

“Who controls the 

past, controls the  

future.  

Who controls the 

present, controls 

the past”. 

Geroge Orwell



Our Weakness Is

Their

Weakness. - World War Z

ZOMBIES

A zombie is an undead 
corpse,  resurrected through                                                      
supernatural or biological means, a 
being with no free will.  According 
to the  Oxford dictionary the word                                                             
Zombie formally known as Zonbi, 
was first recorded in the English 
dictionary in 1819. 

The orgional Zombie emerged 
in West Africa, during                                                  
Transatlantic slavery.  As the                                                                 
demand for sugar, Tabaco, spice 
and   coffee in Europe increased in 
the late 17th century, slaves were  
taken to plantations in Haiti where 
these crops were most abundant.  
The slaves came from various                                            
geographic, cultural and spiritual 
backgrounds. To cope with 
their drastic environment they                      
combined their beliefs together 
to form  Vodou where the belief in 
zombies emerged.

Haitian zombies were                                                              
completely subservient to 
their masters, shells devoid of                                             
human emotion. One                                              
became a  Zombie through the                                              
administration of a poison                             
causing them to enter a coma like 
state that enabled movement, only 
spiritual leaders (who were slaves                                    
themleves) were aware of the                                        
poison and used them against 
their owners and eventually their                                                           
brethrens after the slave revolt, 
which abolished slavery on the 
island in 1804. Oblivious to this fact 
however, average Haitian slaves 
feared losing autonomy which they 
blamed on supernatural sources.



‘Zombie is the               

Allegory for colonialism,         

imperialism and                         

oppression.  

The practitioners of 

Vodou did not fear the 

zombie, they feared       

becoming a zombie’.       

Emily Zarker



“The supposed zombies      

continued dumbly at work. 

They were plodding like 

brutes, like automatons. 

The eyes were the worst. 

… They were in truth like 

the eyes of a dead man, 

not blind but staring,         

unfocused, unseeing.” 

The Magic Island (1926) 

REleased in 1932 white zombie inspired by ‘ the 

magic island’, was the first fi,lm to introduce the 

zombie 

Elements of voodoo became popular in the        

early 30s with an onset of American films which       

reflected the social and political landscape, 

who viewed Haiti’s religion and Black people in       

general as  evil savages. Fear mungering events 

such as the rise of communism, WW2, the Cold war, 

nuclear radiation, The space race and teenagers 

saw a release of zombie films who reflected these 

FEARS.



GEORGE 

ROMERO 'NIGHT 

OF THE LIVING 

DEAD’SERIES.

Night of the  dead. 

(1968)

Dawn of the dead. 

(1978)

DAY OF THE DEAD. (1985)

Land of the dead. 

(2005)

Diary of the dead. 

(2007)

Survival of the dead. 

(2009)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Knj__sLCopo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA5kk8LB7BQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA5kk8LB7BQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA5kk8LB7BQ


As unintentional as it was 

George Romero’s ‘Night Of 

The Livng Dead’ despite never                           

mentioning zombie in its                                 

vocabulary, more                                         

associated with ghouls                                                  

invented the slow                             

moving, man eating                                      

zombies which has dominated the                           

genre for decades. george used the                

zombie as a social commentry.

Dawn of the dead - social           
commentry on mass consummerism 
in the 70s.

Day of the dead - Who is the          
villain is it man or zombie? A Zombie 
is trained, regaining some aspects of 
human emotion and memory.

Diary of the dead - Found  footage/
documentry style, explores the media 
and fake news.

Land of the Dead - Comments on 
the social climate between the rich 
and poor in an apocalypse. 

Survival of the dead - Family    
relations and feuds.



My work and research aims to explore artists who use aniamtion and                 
illustration as a method to document and reflect society.ANIMATION as a story 

telling devise.



TRUMP THE ZOMBIE





Animation being something I want to explore this semester I began learnng 
After effects.

The aim was to create an illustration of Trump on Illustrator. I illustrated the 
basic charcateristics which defined the individual, by sketching his basic fea-
tures on paper and tracing the image on Illustrator by using the pen too.

I created three different mouths and two hand positions. The outlines were 
origionally black however, chose colours closly related to the base colours 
for a more seemless illustration.

ILLUSTRATOR



This was the animation process using the puppet tool on After Effects.
Trump is known for his contraversial and hateful remarks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vUqtsHGNHrc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vUqtsHGNHrc


CLAY 

TRUMP

The First experiment making Trump was 
unsuccessful because I spent too long 
sculpting and adding wet clay on top 
of dry clay causing it to crack, I needed 
better references to work with in or-
der to understand the way his face is           
constructed, by planning effeciently 
through sketches.

I planned on experimenting  with my 
clay sculpture of Trump through stop 
motion and my story would be based 
on the current incidents regarding the        
indivual.



casting

process

STEP 1- BUILD A WALL USING WOODEN BOARDS AND THEN 

USE CLAY TO CLOSE THE GAPS.

STEP 2 - pOUR MELTED vINYL INSIDE THE WALL. AND 

LEAVE TO SET.

STEP 3 - REMOVE THE WALLS AND CUT THE MOULD IN 

HALF...



My current research into the history of zombies and contemporary artists 
who use storytelling in animation in a non childish or comedic manor, made 
me realise that Trump was not an individual who I wanted to focus on for this       
project therefore I needed a new approach, this and soley working with digital       
animation.

FIN.



SOPHIA PACHAEI - BAD HABITS

Sophia Pachaei is an Illustrator/animator with a graphic and simple style often 
featuring colourful imagery that explores adult themes or educational content. 
In her piece Patterns animator Sophia Pasheaei explores patterns in the con-
text of bad habits for the Off the air series on Adult Swim. It explores a family 
who each harbour a distinct habit one with alcohol the other with sweets and 
another with social media, the animation is accompanied by unsettling music, 
distinct sounds and a voice made to mimic their inner thoughts excusing their 
behaviour, simultaneously giving factual information concerning  the theme.

I looked at this piece by Sophia as it harbours similarities with my Trump ani-
mation made on After-effects. I like the simplicity of the imagery which is bold 
and graphic it innovatively approaches the complexity of  addiction in an ac-
cessible way similar to an explainer video in adds.

patterns

education

bad habits

family



HUNTING FOR HOCKNEY - ALICE DUNSEATH

Hunting for Hockney is a film by Alice Dunseath released in 2013, the film is 
a personal account of a bereavment trip with her and a friend who lost her           
mother, they set of on a journey to find David Hockney where the films                                                                                                                                    
purpose is to show how the emotional state effects our interpritation of a 
place. The film is accompanied by music and her voice which guides the       
audience.

The art was inspired by David Hockney’s Ipad drawings, exploring various tex-
tures and mixed media. The animation is simple with still images drawn on top 
of repetitivly to create motion.

My aim was to find unconvetional forms of animation whose narratives         
explore complex themes and this film demenstrates these objectives.

BEREAVMENT

JOURNEY

PLACE

solace 

life



David Hockney IPAD  

PAINTINGS

Hunting for Hockney was inspired by David Hockney’s Ipad paintings. I              
explored his webiste and found several drawings of still life and portraits. The 
colours, tones and textures he uses to render the paintings add motion to the 
still images.



women,         

vagabonds,      

beggars,          

itinerant        

labourers,      

gypsies and             

lower-class 

priests. 
                                           

With the majority being women these were the list of             
people most likely to be targeted for witch-craft and vilified 
through propaganda, silvia mentions that these terms still refer 
and apply to several groups of people today.



bella donna 

of sadness

DIRECTOR: eIICHI yAMAMOTO

cOUNTRY: JAPAN

aDAPTED FROM: SATANISM AND WITCHCARFT

RELEASED: 1973 A modern adaptation on an 18th century novel exploring the sinister                       
notions surrounding the 16th century witch hunts in Europe. 
This developmental film explores various animation styles                                       
shifting between still images, painted in water colour to replicate the                                                                                                        
predominent textures seen in 16h century art, and 2D animation for the active 
scenes. Characters such as the pope and landlord are exaggerated literally 
embodying their inner evilness.

By combining and linking the events to modern society new meanings and 
questions emerge regarding the witch hunts.
This film from its construction, timing and narrative has given me insight on 
how to approach my project.



NATIVES

Freedom, control, power, villains,    

education, witch fear, terror,   

capitolism, exploitation

Covering a broad spectrum of                  
ideas and incidents around race and 
its connection to empire helped me 
find a new focus for this project. My 
contextual research were all linked 
by similar themes (race, power,                
autonomy and control) however,           
establishing  a narrative reflecting my            
histroical  research was what I 
wanted.

Akala’s book Natives: Race & 
Class in the Ruins of  Empire                                           
reinforced the themes I’ve been       
exploring. The book discusses his                                           
experiences growing up in Britain 
as a mixed raced Jamaican/Scot-
tish individual, he explores personal 
and general incidents of racism, in                                                            
Britain and its impact on  several             
communities.



‘The education system 

is not going to educate 

you how to educate the     

people in power, out of 

power thats not what it 

was designed for. Its to 

keep society pretty much 

how it is now’. Akala

I used Akala’s book as a starting point to explore British racism in the           
education system. My current understanding of the problems and solutions 
identified in the context of race fundamentally lies within education, how, 
what and how we are taught about society. 

Akala often discusses his childhood experience and the problems he over-
came growing up in Brotain, this motivated me to produce work reflect-
ing these sentiments. I wish not to focus specifically on racism but rather         
empahsise dreams, motivation, influential individuals and how this instigates 
change. 

As a comparative source for the current time I wish for young people to      
contemplate the positive and negative aspects regarding education and as-
similate for themselves how they can contribute.



With Black History Month in mind, airing on BBC IPLAYER and BBC 1, Steve 
MAcQueens Small Axe series aims to teach young students about the life of 
the Pan African community who migrated to britain during the 40s onwards. 

Structure 
A series of short clips intorduced by cartoon avaters, who narrate the film. 
It was designed for secondary pupils thus taking a modern approach to              
teaching. 



3 part documentary about 

the windrush (BBC- 1998)
Arrival

INTOLERANCE

NEW GENERATION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbNH4JBQiSY&t=2871s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mg65lhSn2YM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aV2P-CbM4e0&t=974s

This documentray goes into extensive detail about the Windrush generation 
what drew them to Britain, how they settled as well as the descrimination they 
encountered in all aspects of life.

I focused on the new generation, as it explores the struggles of school life for 
British born Jamaicans from the 1970s onwards.



“in the 1970’s it was         

becoming accepted     

wisdom that black pupils 

would fail. black chil-

dren were 3 times more 

likely to be classified as          

educationally subnormal.”

Lee Jasper who grew up in  Oldham describes being expelled 3 times for 
expressing his boredom. Him and his fellow Caribbean classmates found         
themselves in the same classes as students who couldn’t speak English, 
meaning intellectually they weren’t learning. Boredom led to misbehaviour, 
which only reinforced ideas that black pupils were more likely to fail in school.



My historical research put into context how the failours of  the education                
system in the past affacted and still affects generations of black  Caribbean 
pupils today. 



Windrush Generation: The scandal that shook Britain explained and debated

A 2018 channel 4 debate, looks at the black Caribbean and other ethinic               
minorities individuals being denied nationality for not providing paperproof, 
despite working, conributing and living here legally for over 50 years.



George grosz

war

corruption

germany

middle-class

‘THE MIRROR OF THE BOURGEOISIE 1925



https://www.historynet.com/the-artist-who-dared-to-take-on-the-nazis-from-their-ear-
liest-days.htm

Although satirical George Grosz’s work through the simplicity in tone, texture 
and colour create a visual mood visually depicting the environment of his 
time. He caricatures the human form producing a satirical image documenting 
and ridiculing the destruction of war as well as, the Nazi party. 

MARRIED COUPLE 1930 WATER OLOUR 

1.https://www.historynet.com/the-artist-who-dared-to-take-on-the-nazis-from-their-earliest-days.htm
1.https://www.historynet.com/the-artist-who-dared-to-take-on-the-nazis-from-their-earliest-days.htm


JOANNA QUINN -          

Britannia 1993

Britannia is a short animated film exploring The rise and fall of the British                           
empire.  A British Bull dog discovers a small ball, curiosity leads him 
to find several countries such as, India having his first taste of tea and                                                                                                                                  
Africa where he finds gold, as the play becomes violent innocent people are 
ravished and consumed. Nearing the finale the world begins to grow and the 
dog transforms into a little Effete lap dog.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daVMrUhAD3E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daVMrUhAD3E


This is a diagram from the book Understanding Animation by Paul Wells which 
goes into extensive detail about the evolution of the form and the story telling                            
methods which have developed over time. The diagram breaks down the           
diffrences between Orthodox, experimental and developmental animation 



Using this text from Natives as a starting point, I visualised an image of a 
child in space as an astronaut. Using oil pastels as a base, I layered on top 
black paint and scratched away the surface with a palette knife, to render                
images that resembled a childs drawing. I edited the images on Photoshop 
to Brighten and change the hues. I was content with the outcomes as this      
technique forced me to draw without clean line work. 

‘I WANTED TO BE A       

SCIENTIST OF SOME KIND 

AND/OR An astronaut.’ 

aKALA







The Guardian

Inspired by a carnival in Trinidad where performers paint themselves blue to 
conceal their identities and dance around town with pitch forks, menacing    
bystanders. The performers are permitted to behave in a manner prohibited by 
society.



YAYOI KUSAMA: INFINITY 

MIRROR ROOMS



HUNTING FOR HOCKNEY - ALICE DUNSEATH

Hunting for Hockney is a film by Alice Dunseath released in 2013, the film is 
a personal account of a bereavment trip with her and a friend who lost her           
mother, they set of on a journey to find David Hockney where the films                                                                                                                                    
purpose is to show how the emotional state effects our interpritation of a 
place. The film is accompanied by music and her voice which guides the       
audience.

The art was inspired by David Hockney’s Ipad drawings, exploring various tex-
tures and mixed media. The animation is simple with still images drawn on top 
of repetitivly to create motion.

My aim was to find unconvetional forms of animation whose narratives         
explore complex themes and this film demenstrates these objectives.

BEREAVMENT

JOURNEY

PLACE

solace 

life



Un diable dans la poche is a short animated film about young children who 
live in a secluded mansion. They witness a murder in which the perpetrator 
bribes and corrupts them with gold to keep their lips sealed. 

The film is very textural, slow paced and takes a metaphorical approach to 
the word corruption. it visually maintains a childhood innocence through the 
storytelling and story book presentation, an  example of how  animation can 
function simultaniously for children and adults through the visual/narrative 
dynamic.



persepolis

Persepolis is an animated adaptation of a Graphic novel written and about     
Marjane Satrapi. She details her life growing up Iranian and how she survived 
the Revolution, war and being apart from home.

The film is structured like a nostalgic memory achieved through an empha-
sis colour and texture to depict bitter sweet moods of sadness happiness 
and  childhood innocence through the cartoon presentation. I like the visual          
textures which gives the film a fragile and nostalgic appearnce.



experimenting with texture and colour



Within the book Akala mentions his                               
appearance as a child which I attempted to                         
visualize. This version was rendered on Paint 
Tool Sai which I later used as reference for                                                                                             
further   character design. My aim in this                    
section was to experiment with texture on          
Illustrator.    

I mapped out the basic facial features on Illustrator shifting from the pen, 
shape and shape builder tool.

Un Diable dans La Poche and Persepolis used a grainy texture for back-
grounds and characters and the nostalgic effect made me want to recereate 
this effect using varying methods.



Method 1 - Making a scatter brush using the eclipse tool on      

illustrator

Method 2 - Making a scatter brush using the transparency, mask 

and gradient tool



Method 3 - Making a stippling brush using photoshop and            

Illustrator

I used this face to experiment with all the brushes I made.
The gradient method was the most efficeint and gave me the texture I wanted.

Step 1 - Draw a circle around a circular object and draw little dots 

with a higher concentration in the middle 

step 2 - Photocopy the image and aDjust the greyscale using            

adjustment levels on Photoshop. Save as a PNG image

Step 3 - Open on Illustrator and select image trace to tweak the 

dots and make them rounder.

Step 4 - Select expand and convert the image into vectors, theN 

minimize and drag into the brushes section.

STEP 5 - ADJUST THE SCATTER RATIO AND SIZE AND SAVE FOR REPEATED USE.



Here I attmepted to visualize my oil pastel drawing using the grain texture I             
experimented with on Illustrator.

Step 2 - Trace around the drawing using a combination of the pen tool, curve tool, 
shape tool and the shape buider tool.

Step 1 - draw your image and place onto Illustrator to trace



experiment with the scatter brush 



experiment with the gradient and grain tool



ASTRONAUT 

COSMONAUT 

tAIKONAUT



Cuban Tamayo Mendez was the first person of African decent to go to space 
in 1980. He was selected by the Soviet Union on an 8 day experiment and          
research mission, upon return he was ‘awarded the first title of Hero of the   
Republic of Cuba by Fidel Castro and was also bestowed with the Order of 
Lenin and the title of Hero of the Soviet Union, the highest decoration in the 
Soviet Union’.

Guion S. Bluford was the second black person in space in 1983. 





A New York Times documentary tells the story of Ed Dwight a  former 
US Air Force pilot, who almost became the first black astronaut. Born 
in 1933 Kansas under the Jim Crow laws Ed had a love for planes his                                                                                                                                          
determination led J.F.K to involve him  in an upcoming space programme. He          
attended an experimental test pilot school where he faced racism from 
his peers. Chuck Yeager who ran the school invited all the students to the                                                                                                                                    
auditorium and told them to psychologically break Ed, who was now          
nicknamed Kennedy boy. His mother motivated him to keep going however, 
despite his best efforts resigned  his position in 1966 after the shooting of 
J.F.K. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xj1sJQW98nE



“If I receded into nothingness, 

it would have been all well and 

good with everybody else, because 

that’s how things were supposed 

to happen. I had to bring the    

African America story to the 

public venue.” Ed Dwight

After resigning his position Ed chased after his childhood dream and                
attended art school, later becoming a prominent sculptor. His story was 
motivational and offers a different perspective on race in Amercia. Cases 
like this not only teach about hardships, but also helps individuals strive to 
create a society that provides opportunities for individuals to thrive.



“Every time we get a chance to 

get ahead they move the finish 

line. Every time”. Mary jackson

Hidden figures is a film based on 

a true story. It explores 3 ladies 

in nasa’s  mathmatics depart-

ment who transcended gender and                                                                 

racial bounderies to figure out 

the maths that would launch 

John Glenn into orbit and safely 

back on earth in 1961.

Hidden Figures





story boarding 

This section looks at the evolution of my story boards



Story 1 is Akala as an adult remebering the past where he dreams 

of becoming an astronaut

story 2 Detailed narrative with more developed characters and            

captures the emotional aspects that come with discrimination







“Given that ethnic minority 

presence makes up such a small 

proportion of these human 

casts, these self-reported figures 

further illustrate the ways, in 

which under-representation can 

impact on reader identity and 

shape reader outlook,”- FARRAH 

SERROUKU



character designing

This section focuses on character designs

For the first rendition I tried to capture the main characters confident bubbly 
personality as described in the book. 

The second design was based on how Akala described himself however, I         
visialized him as a teenager so I could keep the face the same and change the 
body.

The last design was a photoshop version where I learned how to do realistic     
paintings which was more my style. I used my brother as reference.





Making Process on       

Illustrator



Experiment with textural grainy shading and mainstream two tone shading



Photoshop painting using 

my brother as reference. 



practice character turn around



second attempt



character designs for side characters 

To design the characters I started of with a sheet of paper 
and drew miniscule versions to help me balance the time 
and then rendered the chacter until I was satisfied. I drew 
the characters from memory as this was a much faster 
process to work with.



Jahmal thomas 

I decided to rename the MC necuase I Akala 
was my starting point for the narrative, as a    
fictional story it gave me more creative space 
to speculate how I could make him look. Here 
he is as a 13 year old.





Richard - 28 years old 

Works as a gift shop owner 

Karen - 45 years old 

Gets angrey at the mc

Miss Anne - The tecaher who drags him away

Grace - 34 years old the mc’s mother

Mr. Mike 40 years old inspires the MC to acheiev his dream

Character list 









ZIYOO HWANG 

“An animation with ma-

terials found from the 

Apollo Archive.

Who is the observer? 

Where are we going to? 

There’s no escape”.

Ziyoo Hwang combines traditionally rendered drawings and animates them by     
repetitively drawing ontop to create motion which is basic but beause nothing is 
static it adds a sense of movement.

My final piece is intended to be displayed as a website so I looked at Ziyoo’s for 
insparation.



The dynamic between the 2D imagery against a realistic background was              
interesting as Nicholas mentions creates an ambience whichcontadictary to the 
children book presentation. 

Wednsday with  

Goddard - Nicholas 

menard



bedroom design





Final making
Initially my drawing Had plain grey background however, I used 
my research to figure out methods to visually communicate a 
memory.

I copied from references to render some of the backgrounds and 
compiled the characters on top. I the 3B pencil setting to cre-
ate the ghostly effect and layered on top a beige square on 55% 
opacity.

To edit the video I used mostly the defauly cross fade tool which 
gave me a blinking effect I decided to use this effect because it 
reflected the memory based structure of the film.

I redrew some of the older drawing making sure each was accuarte in terms of 
perspective which I did struggled with because the characters were drawn form 
memory.

I used frame by frame animation on Photoshop to create motion and with some of 
the images I redrew the line works on top to give flickering motion.




